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SPRING TRAINING

INVITEE

St phokos by Sl Latresie

Dillan Papier, abave, will be viciting the Baltimore Orioles 3t Spring Tealning in Fori-
da. In the upper right, Dilon is pictured with his mother Darrile, left, and father Mark.

Local boy
special guest of O’s

ABANA — DILLOM
PAPIER, 2 4-yeer-old
beazebel] fan who suiffers
from & rare terminal dis-
ease, will spend several days this
week at the Oricles' spring train-
ing complex in Fort Landerdale,
meeting Baltimare players, petting
their sitcgraphs and being & spe-
cigl guest of the tegm st their first
home exhibition game on Friday,
‘The trip wes arranged by
frirnds of the Pepier family who

will be

mann-Pick when he was about 2
and 3 hslf vears ald. Maost children
live five to 10 years efter they are

disgnosed

Whatching Dillor in bis house in
TU'rbana last week, ke scomed HEe
& normal 4 year ald He's outgoing,
friendly and very aztive. Ha was
playing bassball ingdde with his
{ather and watching cartoons oo
televisinn,

He bves baseball apd it comes:
naturally, His father, Mark, has

bse in the b the assis
wemww  Touching all ==

tands that he Jutnenn sines
:n'ﬂgetwm the bases the early 1950s,

baseball, bat he “He's trins-

doesm't ndar £y STAN GOLDBERG Fuabyhass

stand how spe- ball.” his father '
cial thie is,” caid gabd. “Balone he

Darrile Papier, Dillans mather,

"He deserves the trip,” said
Eric Scheidhauer, the neighbar
who arranged i

DI, who furned 4 0n Aug,
25, suffers fromn Nlomann-Plek
Type C disease. He's only ane of
300 people in the waorkd to have
Type C recessive pene disease

Niemann-Plek s a group of
rare tnherited disorders of fat
metabelism, Type € leads 1o a
bualldup of cholesteral In sach
areas a5 the spleen and lver and
the accumulation of
in the brain, The panplioside
nildup leads o eventual demage
1o the nervous system, The disease
i= always fatal.

Iallon was dispnozed with Nis

erald walk, he was watching
games, He's ot mascot at T4
pames, He will sif ¢o the bench
amed watch games, When the T4
season ends, be Wil have me drive
hitmn all aronnd Freferick, looking
for Little Leagues pames.™

He even likes watching base-
hall instructional tipea.

EEE

WHEN DILLON WAS AN
infant, he was oripinally diag-
nozed with Meanalal Hepatitis,
an inflammation of the liver. He
received treamments for the dis-
ease and his mother szid he
appeared to be well on his way o
FECOVELY.

(See DILLON B-2)
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But on his [ast visit to the doetors,
they noticed something was wrong
with Dillon’s spleen, More iests were
done. Evantua]ly, ‘Hewag diagnoged
with Niemann-Pick Type &~

There is no cure for the disease.

‘He does take an experimental drug . -

called Zavesca twice a day. It fastes
terrible and can cause f:xemors anci.-
Gtemach problems.

“Thebest case scenario is that 3
Wﬂi slow the disease doum his-
mother said.

He also goes o NIEE ewrv s
months where hi takes:pars in a.
studsr. Hé;s there or-th; o days '

oﬁniml!es to love baseball. Last

year the Bowie Baysox had a special
day For him: (His grandiaother lves
in Bowie). The manageriook him. .

out with him so he could exchange

lineup cards with the umpires (il
lon likes umpires). He has attended

: dhuut Dillon’s disease. Two of them

- decided to'do st}rnething 0 hsip the
MHUGHQUT IT ALL D iitm B

" Orioles and National games over

the years,
- His father said hr.-} stays all ning

© innings of the games. He dossn't

wans {0 leave. Buiit's a basehall

. thing. His father onds took himtoa

Redskins game and he was}ted to
leave by halffime. -

and eventually wants fo beona:

- team with neighborhood children, Sy
Because of the dissase, he has some

provlems: seema thaball in the
field, but no pmblems mttmg or
h“o“.'mg
- The Papler’s e ,hbars kiie

Richie Bregee and Mike Gillizan,

family oo
e hada pa1 ty over th&. 3
Ch: istmas helidays andireached

~ ol to the nielghhorhoad® Gﬂhgan--"'

said, "We asked people to make
donations 1o the Niemann-Pick.
Foundation, We raised 31,100 the

© might of party”

Dillon also likes ta pla:.r haseba!l ;

©and Gilligan, decided to give the

Cme of thie peopls Who attended.

the party was Scheidhkauer, who ran
the food servics at Oriole Parkat:

Camden Yards for vears, He worked -

for John Angslos, son of Orioles”

owmer Peter Angelos. When Scheid-

hauer hedrd atiout Dillon, he sent
an e-mail 1o J aian Angelos asking.

. for hishelp. -
o "He gob b&ck fomaina cﬂup]e of .

hULI'S antisard !Et me know Wh&t .
vou nesd.” Scheidhaner said: :
s Sc]ze‘edhauer decided & tripto.

oing st:methlng during the regular

- sedeon. He contacted the Qricles ]
community relations department b
which arvanged for Dillon to be the -
{eam's guest., 3

T fimived the carlier he went

Cthel better," Scheidhauer said. “The )
players are so much more relazed at
this time of the vear. Theveissuch

a laid-back atmosphere.” )
Schéidhaver along with Bresse:

“Bammily foney o All thred could g6

on the trip, Dillon is the Papier's
only child: The neighbors alen
plarmed fo have a golf zournament'-

- 'in September to benefit Nlemann

Plck disease, .
- According to Dnaies puhlic rela-:

“tions director Bill Stetka, Dillca
-and his famlly will be talien to the

field priof to Friday's game against E

"the Florida Marlins. He wilt get to™-

meat {he players; including Dillon's

. spring training would be the perfoct 70 favorites, Brian Roberts and . -

thing for Dillon, even better than, Corey Patterson: Stetka said he will:

need two bassballs o ho!ti al]. of the:

. 'autographs

< The Onoles aiso plc,n to gwe, [hi-;'
lon ahat and a shirt and put his:

" pare on the'scoreboard. -

It wilk bea great trip for S{Jme-
one like Dl].lon, who 1m-es the game :
cd’ basahall, : : .

CWhet: Eric told me, I was sur- -
p"meé e:»:tremely axcitad,” Giligan

- said of the trip. “We all know what. -
g huge ‘uasehad fad Dillom is," -



